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of Canada, Toronto Branch, unless otherwise 
indicated. Materials may be quoted, unless 
otherwise indicated, without written permission 
in not for profit venues, but correct attributes 
required. The material published in Hogtown 
Heraldry does not necessarily represent the 
views of the Society, the Branch or the editors. 

All Armorial Bearings are and remain the 
property of their respective armigers, and use 
must be obtained by permission of the armiger.  
Unattributed materials contained within are the 
work of the Editorial Team. 

Letters, comments, artistic designs and 
written contributions for publication are always 
welcome and should be submitted to the Editor, 
preferably by email. Where necessary copyright 
clearance   shall  be  obtained  (i.e.   pictures, 
armorial bearings, quotations) by authors prior 
to submitting for inclusion in future publication. 

The editorial team reserves the right to edit 
contributions to fit the requirements of 
publication in Hogtown Heraldry.  For general 
inquires as well as request for back issues of this 
publication please contact the Editors directly. 

In order to ensure we have sufficient time to 
process articles and reach out to authors we ask 
that you submit your articles by the following 
dates yearly. February 29 / May 31 / August 31 
& November 30.
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been pushed out of our comfort zone of face to 
face meetings and are now moving into the cutting 
edge of virtual video conferencing. It does lack the 
personal interaction and fellowship, but still allows 
us, during this pandemic, to stay connected and 
provide you with value for your membership.   

Let me draw your attention to the photo that 
has been included in my message. On Tuesday 
September 2, the branch executive held a meeting 
which was a very unique opportunity for 2 
reasons.  First, it was the first time we had seen 
each other this year as our other meetings have all 
been teleconferences, and second, we were actually 
connecting together across 3 different countries.  
Our Treasurer is currently in the United States, 
and one of our Directors is on operation in the 
Republic of Iraq (see his article later in this issue) 
while the reminder of us were here in Canada.  This 
was indeed a real milestone for our Branch history. 

In closing, a reminder that September 21 is 
International Day of Peace! As we watch the news 
from our peaceful homes we are reminded that 
this is not the case for everyone around the world. 
Anger, fear and hate have become the center stage 
of reporting, while we still try to deal with world 
crises.  Let us all try to be mindful of this a bit 
more in our daily lives and be a light in a world of 
darkness. 

Dear Toronto Branch Members, 

It’s September … where did this summer go?  I 
hope that you and your family have been able 

to find some time over these past few months to 
enjoy the warm weather. As we move into the 
harvest season, I hope everyone’s spirits are high 
and everyone is still healthy and well.  

It is no understatement to say 
that the past 6 months have 
had its challenges and has 
been trying on everyone.  We 
have each had to adapt to new 
ways of doing things, which 
has tested our abilities to learn 
new methods of interactions 
with friends and family as well 
as the way in which we conduct 
business in all walks of life.  The 
new “normal” is much different 
than we are used to, but we have 
all been resilient in embracing 
these methods and protocols to 
ensure that everyone stays safe and healthy.  

In my previous two messages this year I have 
addressed the challenges we, as a branch, have been 
going though, and announced the cancellation of 
many of our planned events for all of our safety.  
Your executive over the past few months has been 
working on finding the best way to continue to 
offer programming to all members of the Branch 
while ensuring that all of the membership stays 

safe. They accepted this challenge from me, and I 
must admit, there has been much deliberation and 
brainstorming to see how we can keep providing 
fun and educational programming that gives value 
to your membership. 
Instead of postponing more programming this year, 
I am delighted to finally be able to announce  that 
we will be holding the 6th Annual Heraldic Studies 
Day on November 21, 2020. This year’s event will 
take a slightly different form then previous, as it 
will be held virtually from the comforts of your 
home as a Zoom video conference. Details on how 
to register and the subjects that will be covered in 
this afternoon of lectures, will be made available in 
the coming week to all member. 

 I would like to also announce that in 2021 the 
Toronto Branch will be launching a 3 part lecture 
series. This will be in addition to our Annual 
Heraldic Studies Day programming and will be 
hosted on-line in the months of February, May 
and August.  We will save those details and much 
more on the lecture series for the December issue 
of Hogtown Heraldry.  For the foreseeable future, 
you will see much more programming from our 
branch hosted on an on-line platform. We have 

Jason C. Burgoin
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Bookplate Corner

Courtesy Mr. R. Gordon M. Macpherson, CM, 
FRHSC, FSA(Scot) 

 

The Toronto Branch would like to welcome 
the following new members to the Branch:

Mr. Berry Zachary (Winnipeg, AB)
Major Terry Byrd, CD (Gloucester, ON)
Warrant Officer  Jason E. Forth, MMM, CD 
(Debwood, AB)
Mrs. Katherine Golightly (Hamilton, ON)
Mr. Thaddeas Kushowski (Montreal, QC)
Mr. Ryan McClement, CD (Ottawa)
Mr. Brain P. Nadon, (Sault Ste. Marie, ON)
Mr. Michel Rowe-McDermid (Toronto, ON)
Mrs. Veronica Windsor  (Maple Grove, MN)
Major (Ret’d) Ferguson Mobbs, CD 
(Brantford)

The Toronto Branch would like to welcome the 
following two institutions which have joined 
the Branch:

The Australian Heraldry Society
The Society of Heraldic Arts 

The 2nd Annual Photo Competition is well 
underway right now, and our panel of judges 
are very much looking forward to getting your 
submission for this year’s photo competition.  
We are encouraging members of the Branch 

as well as members of other Branches of the 
Royal Heraldry Society of Canada to participate 
in this fun competition.  You never know, you 
might just be the winner this year!  Enclosed in 
this edition of Hogtown Heraldry are the rules 
and registration form. Please ensure your entry 
is submitted by September 30, 2020.   Good 
Luck! 

Interested in perusing back issues of Hogtown 
Heraldry, or maybe you are missing one from 
your collection? The Branch has uploaded all 
issues that we have within our archives onto 
the Branch website. You are now able to find 
the issues that you want and easily download 
them for some summer reading. It is amazing 
to see how far our publication has come from 
its founding.  A few issues are still missing, but 
we are working on getting them for you.  They 
can be found at https://toronto.heraldry.ca/
hogtown.html

CORRECTION NOTICE. 

It seems that the editorial team is not as perfect as we 
may claim to be. In the June Issue (Vol 30, Issue 2), 
the article entitled The Impact of Boutell ’s Heraldry, 
page 6 , Mr. Robbie Sprules should actually have 
been referred to as Baron of Pulverbatch. Our 
apologies for the error in addressing his title. 

4 June 2020

Dear Editor,

Thank you once again for another fine issue of 
Hogtown Heraldry. The new layout combines 
the two factors necessary for good design being 
both easy to read and an attractive design. I read 
them with interest and will continue to look 
forward to future issues.

Regards,

Allan Ailo

-----------------------------------------------
Aug 17, 2020

Dear Editor,

I do not have instagram or Facebook but did 
notice the open Facebook post which the 
Toronto Branch has been posting weekly. The 
question of the week for August 12 asked, 
“What are some examples of Ecclesiastical 
heraldry that you like?”
I have enclosed pictured a few that I think are 
most pleasingHave a wonderful day and all the 
best!

Veronica Windsor

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Pic 1 – Mother Angelica’s Coat of Arms Abbess 

Pic 2- Arms of the Anglo-Catholic Church of the Good 
Shepherd (Rosemont, Pennsylvania) including the Red 
Rose of Lancaster

Pic 3 - Kolos Cardinal Vaszary, OSB (Primate of 
Hungary)

Pic 4 - Basil Cardinal Hume, OSB (Archbishop of 
Westminster)

Pic 5 - The Right Reverend Marc Fierens O.Praem. will 
be blessed and installed as the 53rd Abbot of Averbode, 
Belgium on March 11. This design was devised by the 
Abbot in consultation with someone very well versed in 
heraldry. The drawing is by Prisca Van Dessel.

L’honorable J.A. Pichette CR, BA, LL.B, D.S.L.

https://toronto.heraldry.ca/hogtown.html
https://toronto.heraldry.ca/hogtown.html
O.Praem
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A Brief History
Of THE COAT OF ARMS OF 

IRAQ
While spending time deployed to support the Canadian led NATO mission in the Republic of Iraq, I naturally became interested in its history 

and culture. As a heraldic enthusiast, it was natural to be driven to research the history of Iraq’s national coat of Arms. I conducted my 
research using what I could find freely on the Internet, and at its conclusion felt I should share these findings with other like-minded people who I 
know would enjoy learning about such an interesting topic.

Sergeant J. A. M. Laveault while serving with NATO Mission Iraq

In the year 1932 the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Iraq gained its independence from the British 
Commonwealth, and formally

 

adopted its first national coat of arms. The coat 
of arms symbolized the monarchy and as such 
was crested by a golden crown. The crown 
consisted of five arches with a beaded design 
fanning out from beneath its pinnacle and 
attached to the base with a relief design of 
rubies. The crown is adorned by the tip of the 
spear that represents the Hashemite banner. 

The crown rests on a cape style mantle that 
represents the royal throne. The crimson velvet, 
lined with white silk signifies sacrifice and purity. 
The mantle is trimmed by a fringe of golden 
threads and is gathered and tasseled on either 
side by golden tasseled cords thus revealing the 
white silk lining. The two stars are above the 
central shield on either side and represent Ishtar 
and Shamash, ancient Mesopotamian gods. 

The escutcheon or shield in the centre is 
circular and is charged with a depiction of the 
Mesopotamian landscape. This takes the form of 
the two rivers of the Euphrates and the Tigris 
flowing through a desert and their confluence at 
the Shatt al-Arab River. 

At this confluence is a date tree which 
symbolizes the largest date palm forest in the 
world that once resided there. Underneath the 
tree and across the rivers you will find a golden 
scimitar and spear depicting defence of the 
land. Around the top of the shield written in the 
Kufic style of script is “Kingdom of Iraq” and at 
the base is written the year of its independence 
“1932.” The shield has two supporters, dexter 
the Lion of Babylon, and sinister an Arabian 
horse, both of which are tradition symbols of 
the kings power. Underneath the shield is a gold 
ear of wheat and a palm frond. 

In 1959 a new post-monarchial state emblem 
of Iraq was adopted under the republican 
government of Abd al-Karim Qasim. The 
emblem was based on the ancient sun-disk 
symbol of Ishtar and Shamash, and avoided any 
pan-Arab symbolism by mostly incorporating 
Socialist heraldic (Communist styles) themes. 
The official description as set out in Law No.57 
of 1959 described the emblem as follows: 

“The Emblem of the Iraqi Republic shall consist 
of a circle from which eight beams diffuse. Each 
beam consists of three stretchings, the colour of 
golden yellow. Between every two beams a deep 
red projection of a star emerges. Amidst th[a]t circle 
a blue area exists. In the centre of which there is 
a golden spike surrounded by a black wheel with 

eight rectangular projections at the inner side, 
encircled by a white ring that extends till the black 
circumference. In the middle of this white ring there 
is an Arabic sword that embraces the wheel at the 
left hand-side, and a Kurdish dagger that embraces 
it at the right hand-side. Between their two tops 
the phrase ‘THE REPUBLIC OF IRAQ’ shall be 
written in Kufi writing, and between their hilts 
there is written the phrase ‘JULY 14’ and ‘1958’ 
underneath, in Kufi writing, too. The colour of the 
sword, the dagger and the Kufi writing is black.”

In 1965 the republican government of Qasim 
was overthrown by the Ba’ath Party and marked 
a large increase in pan-Arab sympathies. This 
change was reflected in the new national flag, 
which was based off that of the United Arab 
Republic (UAR), and followed into the design of 
the new Iraq coat of arms. The Eagle of Saladin 
had become a symbol of Arab nationalism 
following the Egyptian Revolution of 1952. 
The Eagle of Saladin was used on the personal 
banner of Saladin the Sultan of Egypt and Syria 
and the founder of the Ayyubid Dynasty in the 
12the century. At the time of its creation the 
only differences between the two coats of arms 
were that the Iraq arms bore three green stars 
vice the UAR’s two, and the specific Arabic 
script under the eagles feet bearing the state’s 
official name. 

1965-1991
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COAT OF ARMS OF IRAQ
CONTINUED

In 1991 this version of the coat of arms was still in use but was modified to include the Takbir 
between the green stars on the flag of Iraq. The Takbir is an Arabic phrase used for the purpose of 
the magnification of God. It consists of the phrase Allahu akbar meaning “Allah is greater [than 
everything].” In order to include the Takbir on the same field of the shield, it was decided to make 
the bands on the shield horizontal vice vertical. Of the six Arab nations that have used the Eagle of 
Saladin in their coat of arms, post 1991 Iraq is the only state whose coat of arms has its national flag 
appearing horizontally rather than vertically on its shield.

In 2004, following the United States of America (USA) invasion and occupation of Iraq, the USA 
appointed interim administration modified the Takbir on both the flag and coat of arms. Where it 
had previously had the Takbir written in the personal script of Sadam Hussein, it was now written 
in the traditional Kufic style of script. 

In 2008, the coat of arms was changed once again along with the flag. The three green stars were 
removed from both, leaving only the Takbir in the central white band of the shield. This final change 
brings the coat of arms to its present day version and is proudly displayed throughout the country. 
As a visitor to the country, the Republic of Iraq’s coat of arms is displayed in many places and is 
visible even from within the confines of the coalition base from where I am employed. The arms can 
be seen displayed on Iraqi military buildings and government buildings. It is also quite common 
to see the arms used as a charge for various unit identifiers and crests. It is even incorporated into 
several of the insignias of rank for the Iraqi officer corps for all three elements (Army, Navy and Air 
Force). This abundant use of their national arms far outweighs the amount I have ever seen the arms 

of Canada used, and leads me to believe that the 
people of Iraq are proud of their identity, history 
and culture; as demonstrated throughout this 
research they clearly have reason to be.

1991-2004 2004-2008

Blazon: Tierced per fess Gules, 
Argent, and Sable, on the centre 
fess the words ‘Allahu Akbar’ in 
Arabic Kufic script Vert.

Supporters: The Eagle of Saladin, 
wings inverted Or.

Motto: The words ‘Jumhuriyat Al-
Iraq” in Arabic script (Arabic for     
‘Republic of Iraq’).

Royal Heraldry 
Society of Canada, 

Toronto Branch 
Membership 

Directory 2020

A number of Branch members have suggested 
over the past year that a Branch Directory 
should be developed. This would allow our 
members to keep in touch with each other, 
reach out to those who have like-minded 
interest in heraldry, and provide the Toronto 
Branch with a roster of who held membership 
in 2020.  

The Branch executive feels that this is even 
more important in the current environment 
we are in, when members are required to 
socially distance and when contact with one 
another is by phone, email and virtual means 
more often.  To this effort, the Royal Heraldry 
Society of Canada, Toronto Branch will be 
publishing a hard copy Branch Membership 
Directory in the fall of 2020 and distribute it 
to every member of the branch.  

In preparation for the publication, an email 
was sent out to all Branch members on 
September 13, 2020 to collect the necessary 
information needed to produce this 
publication as well as a notice of consent as to 
what you wanted included in the Directory.  If 
you have not received this email, please notify 
the Branch president as it’s important that we 
get a full return from our membership to see 
success of this publication.  Additionally, if 
you have yet to reply to the questions, please 
do so before October 16, 2020! 

http://www.instagram.com/torontobranch.rhsc
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THAT CANADIAN TABARD

Further to my article on “Lady Heralds” various people have asked 
me why the choice of Royal Blue rather than the more colourful 

tabards of the United Kingdom’s Kings, Heralds and Pursuivants, to 
say nothing of those worn by “Extra-ordinaries”?

I would imagine that, with a large Francophile 
Quebequois population, a considerable amount 
of politics lay behind the decision. However, 
Dr Boudreau kindly informed me that  Royal 
blue is the emblematic colour of the Governor 
General of Canada and this is mainly why it was 
preferred. It therefore conveys symbolically the  
descent of authority.

Dr. Boudreau also kindly sent me a copy of their 
“Official Fact Sheet” from which we further 
learn that; “Bearing the arms of the sovereign, it 
underlines the formal atmosphere of ceremonies 
at which arms, flags and badges, granted in the 
name of the Crown, are presented.”

The tabard is worn with the collar of office of the 
chief herald of Canada, in addition to white gloves and a hat decorated 
with the viceregal lion, being the crest of the Royal Arms of Canada 
and the emblem of the Governor General.

Unveiled on May 17, 2012, the tabard of the chief herald of Canada 
is a gift of the Royal Heraldry Society of Canada. The shield of the 

Royal Arms of Canada is embroidered on the tabard’s sleeves. The raven-
bears on the central stripe are inspired by the supporters of the arms of 
the Canadian Heraldic Authority and honour the emblematic traditions 

of the First peoples. They are the work of 
Maynard Johnny Jr. of the Coast Salish and 
Kwakwkw’wakw nations in British Columbia.

The stripes of alternating maple leaves, the 
quintessential national emblem of Canada, 
occupy the rest of the front and back of the 
tabard.

Dr Boudreau also asked me whether I had 
noticed a First Nation emblem on its middle 
front and rear central stripes, representing 
the raven-bear supporters 
of the Canadian Heraldic 
Authority coat of arms 
and kindly sent me this 
photograph. 

The raven-bear is a special 
heraldic beast, half raven and half polar bear. Many 
First Nations in Canada regard the raven as a creator 
or transformer, while the polar bear is known for its 
strength and endurance. They therefore represent the 
responsibility of Canada’s heralds to create symbols 
for a wide range of Canadian institutions and 
individuals. 

Mr. Bernard Juby Hon FHS

Are you interested in furthering your knowledge of 
heraldry or expanding on the basic fundamentals 

that you have already learned?  This might just be 
a perfect opportunity to get yourself enrolled in 
the Royal Heraldry Society of Canada Heraldic 
Proficiency Program.
 
There are 3 levels of the Heraldry Proficiency course 
offered by the Society. Courses are designed to be 
completed through self-directed learning, with 
mentoring provided on-line.  The Level 1 and Level 
2 examinations are based on the materials outlined in 
the syllabus which can be found at the following link 
http://www.heraldry.ca/content/pp_level1_syllabus.
php 

Level 1: The introductory level is the foundation of 
the program and designed to ensure that individuals 
grasp the basic fundamentals of the art and science of 
heraldry.  

Why not improve your 
heraldry proficiency!

Completion of this course will have provided you 
with the history and origins of heraldry, as well as 
the principles, rules and terms used in designing 
and describing an achievement of arms.  Once 
you have completed the level 1 examination you 
are able to register for the Level 2.  

Level 2: The Intermediate Heraldry Course 
is for those who wish to further their studies 
of heraldry. A more comprehensive study 
of blazonry, and specialty topics including 
international heraldic practices are highlights of 
this course.  Individuals who complete this course 
will have mastered core knowledge of heraldry 
and will have demonstrated fluency in blazoning 
heraldic achievements. 
Cost to register for society members is $80.00 
for each of the two courses and you can 
register online at www.heraldry.ca/content/pp_
registration_fees.php

http://www.heraldry.ca/content/pp_level1_syllabus.php
http://www.heraldry.ca/content/pp_level1_syllabus.php
http://www.heraldry.ca/content/pp_registration_fees.php
http://www.heraldry.ca/content/pp_registration_fees.php
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The arms of the 6th 
Governor General of canada

His Excellency Frederick Arthur Stanley, 16th Earl of 
Derby KG GCB GCVO PC
Baron Stanley of Preston, Governor General & 
Commander-in-Chief of Canada

Frederick Arthur Stanley held the position of Governor General of 
Canada from 1888 to 1893.  He was 

the sixth holder of this vice-regal office but 
was regarded highly by Her Majesty Queen 
Victoria and became the third Governor 
General to whom Her Majesty bestowed 
permission to grant pardons to offenders 
and to remit sentences and fines as well as 
mitigate capital sentences.

Stanley was born in London in 1841 to 
British Prime Minister, the 14th Earl of 
Derby Edward Smith-Stanley and the 
Hon. Emma Caroline.  He was educated at 
Eton College and Sandhurst Royal Military 
College.  In the army Stanley rose to the 
rank of Captain before retiring to focus his 
attention on politics.  He was a Conservative 
Member of Parliament for Preston, North 
Lancashire and Blackpool and he held 
a number of political Cabinet positions, 
beginning with financial offices in his early 
years and moving on to become Secretary 
of State for War, Secretary of State for the 
Colonies and finally President of the Board 
of Trade, before being appointed Governor 
General of Canada in 1888.

In 1891 discussions were 
held in the House of 
Commons regarding a payment 
that the government of 
Quebec intended to make 
as compensation for land 
granted to the Jesuits by the 
King of France.  The motion 
called on Stanley, as Governor 
General, to disallow the 
payment of $400,000 but he 
refused to compromise the 
vice-regal position of political 
neutrality.  This action gained 
him enormous popularity and 
respect in Canada.

The people of Canada felt a 
great affection for Stanley, 
recognizing and appreciating 
his dedication and passion 
for their country.  He often 
traveled throughout Canada, 
for his own personal love of 

its natural beauty, as well as feeling it was an essential part of his role 
as Governor General.  He left a lasting impression on the people of 
Canada and his name has been taken by many landmarks including 
Stanley Park (a public park of approximately 1000 acres in downtown 
Vancouver, almost entirely surrounded by the Pacific Ocean), Stanley 
Peak (a 3,155m high peak in the Ball Range of the Canadian Rocky 
Mountains, named in 1901 by English explorer Edward Whymper who 
was it’s first recorded climber), and the town of Stanley, Nova Scotia.

In 1892 Stanley presented Canada with 
the gift of a cup, to be awarded to amateur 
hockey clubs.  In 1909 the coveted ‘Stanley 
Cup’ became contested by professional 
hockey clubs and in 1926 passed to the 
National Hockey League.  The trophy itself 
has been replaced by a larger, grander version, 
but to this day the award of the Stanley Cup 
remains.

Stanley’s term in office was due to end in 
September 1893, however in April of that 
year his elder brother, the 15th Earl of Derby 
passed away, bringing his return to England 
forward to July.  Control of his office was given 
to an administrator until Lord Aberdeen was 
sworn into office in September.

In his later years Stanley dedicated much 
time to philanthropic work.  He died in 
1908 at the age of 67, leaving behind his wife 
and their eight surviving children (two died 
during infancy).  His eldest son, Edward, 
became the 17th Earl of Derby and followed 

in his father’s political footsteps as Conservative MP 
and a member of the Prime Minister’s Cabinet.

With the exception of an audio recording of Thomas Edison himself, it 
is thought that a recording of Lord Stanley in 1888 may be the oldest 
voice recording still in existence.

The 6th Governor-General of Canada

Lord Stanley, fitting in with the locals: 
Stanley took Canada into his heart

The personal coat of arms of Frederick 
Arthur Stanely, 16th Earl of Derby

Arms: Argent on a bend Azure, three 
stags' heads caboshed Or, a crescent 
azure for difference

Crest : A cap of maintenance Gules, 
turned up Ermine, an eagle wings 
extended Or, preying on an infant in its 
cradle proper swaddled Gules, the cradle 
laced Or

Supporters: Dexter, a griffin wings 
elevated; sinister, a stag, each Or and 
ducally gorged with a line reflexed over 
the back and charged on the shoulder 
with a crescent Azure
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Mr. BRIAN ABSHIER 
digital heraldic artist

Brian Abshier resides in Texas in the United States of America and has always had an interest in 
all things medieval, since a very young age. As with many who have an interest in this period, it 

started with the legends like King Arthur, Ivanhoe, and Robin Hood. 

As he grew older he began getting more interested in the historical aspects, and enjoyed creating 
his own armorial bearings for knights in artwork as a child. Brian got his start in digital artistry by 
creating textures for various PC games and became very familiar with the tools, techniques, and 
programs used in creating digital art. He found himself sucked into the world of heraldry, through 
the infamously dubious “Bucket Shops”, before he knew better. Thanks to some great communities 
in the online and social media realm, he was able to become more educated on the art and science of 
heraldry and the proper rules associated with the design and granting of armorial bearings. 

“While creating armorial bearings is something I enjoy, I have a passion for placing the heraldry 
into larger artworks such as medieval illustration or woodcut style pieces”. Being able to see the 
heraldry in a sort of functional role helps him to visualize and understand the part heraldry plays 
in the medieval and renaissance world.  In 2018, Brian began the journey into commission based 
heraldic art. “I was surprised to find that others enjoyed my artwork as much as I enjoyed creating 
it.” He has had his artwork in a number of books as well as some computer games.  His art is unique 
in comparison to other heraldic art we have seen, as he attempts to create, in a digital platform, the 
style and feel of medieval artwork by utilizing raster(bitmap) based graphics in a format of 300=DPI 
(dots per inch), which allow it to be printed at high resolution quality. 

The artwork is not meant to be perfect, as his rendition is not meant to appear sterile, considering the 
original art, of which it is based, had flaws and a touch of humanity to its look.  Brian is known for 
taking patron’s armorial bearings and either incorporating or transforming them into Manuscript 
miniature, Heraldic Knights and Bellenville style achievements. He is always willing to work with 
patrons to branch out and try new things, to come up with a unique way to display ones arms.  
His work can be seen on his webpage www.abshier.us or his Facebook page www.facebook.com/
artworkbybrianabshier.  If you are interested in speaking with Brian about a commission or idea you 
have, he would love to hear from you and can be reached by email at artwork@abshier.us

IN MEMORIAM
It is with great sadness 
that we must report on 
the passing of Canon, 
the Honourable John 
De Pencier Wright, 
UE on June 30, 2020.  
John was a long-
standing member of 
the Royal Heraldry 
Society of Canada, 
and the Toronto 

Branch. Although he lived in Thunder Bay, and 
was unable to attend many of our events over 
the years, he faithfully continued to uphold 
membership in the branch and kept regular 
communication with a number of members 
of the branch on various heraldry subjects. 
He grew up in Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario 
and attended Huron University College and 
subsequently Osgoode Hall where he received 
a Law degree. John was called to the Bar in 
1967 and further appointed Queen’s Counsel 
in 1978. In 1985 he was appointed to the 
District Court of Ontario in Thunder Bay. 
Community service was important to John 
and he held a number of key appointments 
over his life with the Children’s Aid Society, 
Social Assistance Review Board, Day Nurseries 
Review Board, the Boy Scouts of Canada and 
the Anglican Diocese of Algoma. He was a 
former Honorary Colonel of the Lake Superior 
Scottish Regiment and his armorial bearings 
were registered by the Canadian Heraldic 
Authority on May 5, 1999. Vol III, pg 160.

John believed in serving “Alter, Sword and Pen” 
and he will be greatly missed by all members of 
the Royal Heraldry Society of Canada, Toronto 
Branch.

Blazon

Arms
Gules on a chevron Argent 
between in chief a Canada 
goose wings elevated and 
a heron holding an eel in 
the beak all proper and in 
base a wheel Argent a mitre 
Argent and Purpure;
Crest
A demi beaver proper 
charged with a Celtic cross 
holding in the dexter paw a 
pair of scales and resting the 
sinister paw on a ciborium 
all Or;
Motto
BENE ARARE EST 
BENE COLERE. 
This Latin phrase means 
"Good plowing is good 
farming".

www.abshier.us
http://www.facebook.com/artworkbybrianabshier
http://www.facebook.com/artworkbybrianabshier
mailto:artwork@abshier.us
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Thomas Pynchon’s The Crying of Lot 49 tells 
the story of a covert postal system that has 

existed since the rise of the Thurn and Taxis 
mail monopoly. It is an oppositional power to 
the post offices that were created by that noble 
house; an unofficial, parallel institution whose 
existence, though widespread, is never officially 
acknowledged.  

Within the heraldic life of Canada a different, 
but not entirely dissimilar, situation may exist, 
albeit on a smaller and less dramatic scale. Over 
the course of the last 150 years, throughout 
the country, a plethora of heraldic and quasi-
heraldic devices have been placed, none of which 
have been granted by the Crown. 

In 1879 the system of collegiate social fraternities 
that had come into being in 1750 at Virginia’s 
College of William and Mary migrated north 
with Zeta Psi’s chartering of a chapter at the 
University of Toronto. That foothold was quickly 
tread by other organizations until, by 1927, at 
least 42 fraternities — including sororities 
and professional fraternities — were present 
at Toronto alone, other campuses also hosting 
growing “Greek systems.”  Each new arrival 
brought with it elaborate systems of invented 
heraldry or, as was more often the case, quasi-
heraldry.  

What follows is not an exhaustive census of the 
heraldica of social fraternities in Canada. Rather, 
it is a buffet of highlights of some of the more 
interesting heraldic and quasi-heraldic devices 
one may observe on the Canadian university 
campus today. 

Beta Theta Pi

Founded at Miami 
University of Ohio, Beta 

Theta Pi is the continuation of two literary 
societies that consolidated in 1839. It began 
a general expansion several years later and, 
in 1889, merged with the three remaining 
chapters of the older esoteric group known 
as the Mystical Seven.  The fraternity entered 
Canada with the chartering of a chapter at the 
University of Toronto in 1906.  As of 2020, 
it is represented in Canada by chapters at the 
University of British Columbia, the University 
of Toronto, and Carleton University.
 
The Beta Theta Pi arms were blazoned 
in an early nineteenth century edition 
of the fraternity’s handbook:  

… quarterly argent and gules; a chevron 
azure bearing three mullets, or: crest a 
dragon sejant, or. Motto: --kai—

Notably, the motto is a secret phrase whose 
continuity is based on oral tradition and written 
versions of it are redacted. “Kai” is the Latin 
spelling of the Greek word “and,” but the word 
preceding and following it are represented by 
dashes to obscure the full phrase to outsiders. 
According to the fraternity’s communications 
director, Martin Cobb, the shield is quartered to 
represent the “four quadrants of the continent” 
while the three mullets represent Beta Theta Pi’s 
“three great principles” which are charged on a 
chevron to symbolize their “unifying force upon 
all the chapters of the Fraternity across North 
America.”  

Beta Theta Pi reports its current achievement 
was assumed in 1897 from a design offered by 
George Chandler, an undergraduate member 
from its University of Michigan chapter.  
The fraternity went through two previous 
achievements before settling on the Chandler 
blazon, the first being assumed in 1869.  

In 1909 Beta Theta Pi began permitting 
the differencing of arms used by individual 
chapters. The Miami University chapter was 
allowed undifferenced arms, while the next nine 
chapters, by order of chartering, are differenced 
with English marks of cadency.  Chapters after 
the initial ten are differenced with symbols 
unique to their history or geography, placed in 
the first quarter of the field. The fraternity’s first 
Canadian chapter at the University of Toronto, 
for instance, bears the Maple Leaf.  

Delta Upsilon

Delta Upsilon (“DU”) claims a founding date of 
1834, though the veracity of that claim has been 
questioned by some outside the organization.  It 
arrived in Canada in 1898 with the chartering 
of a chapter at McGill University.  In the 1960s 
Delta Upsilon moved its headquarters from its 
longtime location in Manhattan to Indianapolis, 
Indiana. 

Among its 69 active chapters and colonies today 
are four sheltered at Canadian universities: the 
University of Western Ontario, the University 
of Toronto, the University of Guelph, and the 
University of Alberta. 

The complex blazon of the fraternity’s 
achievement is found in the organization’s 
bylaws, which includes a codification of the 
organization’s motto Δικαια Υποθηκη. The 
fraternity translates this motto from the Ancient 
Greek as “Justice, Our Foundation,” using 
Υποθηκη in an extremely literal way. It might 
be more elegantly translated as “A Just Pledge” 
or “Justice, Our Pledge.” 

Whatever the case, the motto is evoked in a 
charge upon the shield, a balanced scale. Seven 
mullets in the chief represent what the fraternity 
claims to be its first seven chapters, these seven 
being significant to the organization for reasons 
related to what was its early, puritanically 
rationalist ideology.  

Surveying the Assumed Arms 
of Fraternities in Canada

The achievement 
of Beta Theta Pi's 
University of Toronto 
chapter, drawn by 
George Chandler.

Permission: 
George Chandler’s “The 
Heraldry of Beta Theta Pi” 
(1910), an out-of-copyright 
text

Delta Upsilon’s heraldist Herbert 
Congdon became increasingly exasperated 
with the lack of heraldic knowledge 
of U.S. engravers. In this 1912 letter 
to fraternity secretary Sheldon Howe, 
Congdon dismisses an emblazonment 
proposed by Chicago stationary company  
Metcalf. 

Permission: 
Original letter dated 1912, out of copyright

Toby Nelson
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The arms were assumed in 1911 to replace an 
earlier emblem. This assumption followed the 
fraternity’s controversial 1909 incorporation 
that scrapped its unusual federal structure 
and consolidated effective legal control of the 
organization in the alumni. That autogolpe, 
masterminded by the fraternity’s Committee of 
Forty-Eight, contributed to a period of intra-
fraternal unrest that culminated in the dramatic 
rebellion and expulsion of the Harvard chapter.  

With a new constitution came new arms 
that were crafted, perhaps, with an eye to 
evangelizing structural changes to a skeptical 
membership. A flurry of correspondence from 
the chamber of the Executive Council during 
this period ordered the immediate purge of the 
“auld arms.” In the new arms, supporters in the 
form of bannerettes were charged with symbols 
representative of the new regime: five coronets 
for the five high officers of the restructured 
fraternity, a tree that was supposed to signify 
the submission of the chapters (branches) to the 
centre (trunk), five interlinked rings indicating 
the five provinces through which the fraternity 
would now be governed, and a chevron it 
explained was “derived from the rooftree of a 
house … [symbolizing] the permanence of our 
incorporation” though nowadays more modestly 
describes as indicating the fraternity is a “land-
holding body.”   

Credit for this achievement belongs to Herbert 
Congdon, an architectural historian who chaired 
the fraternity’s insignia committee.  Congdon 
was charged with communicating the new 
blazon to the fraternity’s merchandise licensees, 
a process that found him increasingly frustrated 
in his attempts to communicate heraldic 
matters to heraldically illiterate vendors. This 
frustration is underscored in an April 1915 letter 
discovered by the author among the fraternity’s 
early records in the New York Public Library’s 
manuscripts room. In it, Congdon bemoans  the 
“lack of knowledge of heraldry in this country,” 
explaining to jeweler Burr, Patterson, and Co. 
that “the only essential in our coat-of-arms 
is the design of the matter on the shield. The 
shape of the shield, the surrounding of it with 
ornament or not, the placing or omission of the 
bannerets [sic] and the dates, are all matters for 

The shield of Delta Upsilon
Permission: By author

the individual fancy of the designer.”   Only 
the Philadelphia engraving house of Louis 
Dreka — which had earlier fashioned the Seal 
of the United States Senate — seemed able to 
comprehend this, he exhaustedly concluded.  

One of the more stunning public displays of Delta 
Upsilon heraldry in Canada is in stained glass at 
McGill University’s Redpath Library. The three-
paneled Delta Upsilon Memorial Window 
features Saint George coated in a stylized tabard 
of Delta Upsilon, mounting a victorious stance 
over a slain dragon. The medieval episode of 
Saint George and the Dragon was a popular 
war motif in Canada during and after World 
War I when the window was cast.  Alternating 
panes of the window are set with the fraternity’s 
badge, and the central figure is surrounded by 
Army branch badges including those of the 
Royal Regiment of Canadian Artillery, the 
Royal Canadian Medical Service, and so forth. 
The window was commissioned by the sister of 
Herrick Duggan, son of yachting great George 
Duggan, to memorialize him and 22 other 
members of Delta Upsilon’s McGill chapter 
who had died during the war. It was designed by 
Percy Erskine Nobbs, the architect responsible 
for the heraldically elaborate Currie Hall at 
the Royal Military College of Canada, and was 
displayed for many decades in the Delta Upsilon 
chapterhouse on McTavish Street in Montreal. 
In the early 1970s the undergraduate chapter 
closed and the chapter’s alumni transferred the 

The center pane of the Delta Upsilon 
Memorial Window at McGill 
University's Redpath Library, 
pictured in 2011. Photograph by 
Victoria Edwards.

Permission: 
Creative commons - https://commons.
wikimedia.org/wiki/File:McGill_
University,_Stained_Glass_War_
Memorial.jpg

window to the university who installed it at 
Redpath Library.   

In a 1907 issue of The Garnet and White, 
the house organ of Alpha Chi Rho, M.M. 
Day took issue with the lack of heraldically 
accurate achievements among North American 
fraternities. Day observed that, while there were 
some exceptions to his criticism — noting Beta 
Theta Pi and Phi Delta Theta among those 
organizations with heraldically exacting arms 
— he hoped that “the day will come when 
all Greek-letter societies will be known by 
absolutely correct and appropriate achievements 
of arms.” Mr. Day’s hope has remained just that; 
113 years on and fraternity arms still run the 
gamut from precision blazons to those barely 
recognizable as heraldry.   

In the first part of this series, the assumed arms 
of Delta Upsilon and Beta Theta Pi — two U.S.-
founded social fraternities with long histories 
at Canadian universities — were examined. 
This second installment adds four additional 
organizations to this brief survey.

Delta Chi

Delta Chi was formed in 1890 at Cornell 
University as a professional law fraternity.  
Thirty-two years later, in 1922, it reorganized as 
a men’s social fraternity. The organization claims 
the Elizabethan-era English jurist Edward 
Coke as its “spiritual founder.”  

Article 11 of the fraternity’s by-laws provide a 
“plain language” blazon of the fraternity’s arms:  

… a shield divided into four parts. The first and 
fourth parts shall be in gold and contain three 
martlets; the second and third parts shall be in red 
and contain a battle-ax and scimitar crossed. Above 
the shield shall appear the crest consisting of the 
badge of the Fraternity supported by the “tie”; below 
the shield shall appear the Latin motto: “Leges”, 
which means law.

Prior to the current achievement, similar arms 
were used as early as 1899. The arms of the 
earlier achievement were essentially identical 
to the current, but with the fourth quarter 
Vair. A 2003 issue of the Delta Chi Quarterly 
erroneously describes the fourth quarter of the 
original achievement as being “a representation 
of mail that was worn by knights of old,” instead 
of the fur of a squirrel which, in fact, Vair 
represents.  The achievement in present use was 
assumed around 1905.

According to Delta Chi, the quartering was to 
represent the “marriage or union of two families 
… Edward Coke … and that of the knight-
errant, the feudal predecessor of law in enforcing 
justice, as symbolized by his weapons.” 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File
_Stained_Glass_War_Memorial.jpg
_Stained_Glass_War_Memorial.jpg
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An official Delta Chi history claims Coke’s own 
arms to be charged with a trio of martlets.  The 
accuracy of this claim warrants examination, 
however, as the Norfolk antiquarian Walter Rye 
reports Coke’s arms being charged with eagles.  
The English barrister Humphry Woolrych, 
who penned a biography of Coke, also records 
eagles in the blazon.  A grouping of eagles being 
heraldically known as an eaglet, it may be that 
Delta Chi’s heraldists misread the blazon of 
Coke’s arms, substituting another “-let” bird in 
an error that has apparently gone unnoticed for 
the last 120 years. 

Kappa Sigma

Kappa Sigma was founded in 1869 at the 
University of Virginia, though the fraternity 
claims to be the continuation of a revolutionary 
cult organized in Bologna in 1400 in opposition 
to city governor Baldassare Cossa.  While 
many fraternities claim a spiritual connection 
to a historical figure or episode, Kappa 
Sigma presents its claim as a literal fact. The 
mechanism by which the older society came 
to be transplanted to North America is not 
entirely clear and the claim is almost certainly 
apocryphal. An 1898 edition of Baird’s Manual 
of American College Fraternities offers a cursory 
explanation for the relocation of the Italian 
society to North America, however, that version 
has not been put into any publicly accessible 
form by Kappa Sigma and was expunged from 
later editions of Baird’s.  

Nonetheless, the October 1911 issue of 
the Kappa Sigma magazine, The Cadaceus, 
acknowledges that a past edition of Baird’s 
contains what it calls a “startling revelation,” and 
goes on to all but confirm the veracity of the 
book’s account of that portion of the fraternity’s 
arcane knowledge.  As of 2020, Kappa Sigma 
is one of North America’s most expansive 
fraternities with half-a-dozen chapters in 
Canada among more than 300 across the 
continent.   

The organization’s self-described “arms” may 
be most correctly termed “quasi-arms” due to 
their deviation from heraldic convention in 
the layering of colour in bend upon colour in 
field. The blazon is provided in Article XI of the 
fraternity’s constitution:

Arms: Gules, on a bend sinister vert five mullets 
argent. In Dexter chief a crescent moon of the 
third. 

Crest: On a wreath of the colors (argent and 
gules) a Caduceus proper debruised by an 
annulet argent. 

Motto: Α.Ε.Κ.Δ.Β.

The constitution goes on to specify that “the 
Mullets shall be five-pointed, unpierced, and 
oriented on the arms so that one point of each 
star shall point vertically upwards.” Kappa Sigma 
assumed these quasi-arms in 1908, Frederick 
Hynson being credited with the blazon.  

The crest (“a Caduceus proper debruised by an 
annulet argent”) recalls a purported patron of 
the original European society from which the 
fraternity claims descent, Lorenzo de Medici. 
According to the fraternity, the caduceus 
appeared in Medici’s personal seal.  

Phi Gamma Delta

Phi Gamma Delta was founded in 1848 
at Jefferson College in Pennsylvania. The 
organization is somewhat unique among 
university fraternities in that it generally 
proscribes the use of its Greek letters among 
members except in limited circumstances, 
preferring instead the moniker “Fiji.” The 
1910, 1952, and 1982 sittings of its governing 
body, the Ekklesia, were held in Ontario and 
it presently has chapters at the universities of 
Calgary, Alberta, and British Columbia.  

The blazon of the fraternity’s arms was provided 
by Phi Gamma Delta to this author in 2015, the 
fraternity citing the language used in their 1902 
convention:  

Or on a chevron purpue between three roses 
gules three mullets of the field which is or. The 
crest, an owl natural. 

It bears noting that the owl in the emblazon 
currently in use by Phi Gamma Delta is shown 
ermine, though that is not specified in the 
blazon. However, the fraternity’s mascot is a 
snowy white owl and emblazonment ermine 
appears to be some unwritten custom. 

Phi Gamma Delta considered two designs 
for possible achievements during its 1879 
convention, a committee having been previously 
appointed to draw up options. A design created 
by Tiffany Co. – who, just a few years later, 
would be retained to make a new engraving of 
the Great Seal of the United States - won out 
over another by Louis Dreka, the Philadelphia 
artisan who would be celebrated in his 1922 
obituary as “the greatest engraver whom the 
stationary business has produced.”  Four years 
after the Tiffany design was adopted, however, 
the fraternity reversed its decision and went 
with the Dreka achievement, though that 
reversal may have been made without official 
sanction. The 1879 arms were later readopted.  
The fraternity reports this readoption took 
place in 1902, though the minutes of the 1907 
Ekklesia note an ongoing copyright dispute 
with the Dreka Company.  In any case, the 
Tiffany blazon is the one used by the fraternity 
as of 2020. 

In the late 19th century Phi Gamma Delta 
began issuing arms to its individual chapters, 
each based on the corporate arms but 
differenced with a unique charge and bearing a 
unique motto. According to Towner Blackstock, 
the curator of the fraternity’s archives, “these 
were not kept up in the 20th century, such that a 
large number of our chapters do not bear arms.”  
 

Tau Kappa Epsilon

Tau Kappa Epsilon is, with Lambda Chi 
Alpha, part of a small group of large fraternities 
founded near the turn of the 20th century. 
Established in 1899 under the name “Knights of 
Classic Lore” at Illinois Wesleyan University, it 
absorbed some chapters of the student Masonic 
society Sigma Mu Sigma in 1935.  Among its 
more than 200 chapters and colonies are several 
at Canadian universities. 

The shield of 
Delta Chi

Permission: 
By author

The quasi-arms of Kappa Sigma 
pictured in 2007 at the fraternity’s 
headquarters in Charlottesville, 
Virginia. Photo by Josh Berglund.

The shield of 
Phi Gamma 
Delta

Permission: 
By author
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Tau Kappa Epsilon’s (“TKE”) achievement is 
one of several heraldically exacting fraternity 
achievements devised by the tireless American 
heraldist Emily Butterfield.  The shield was 
blazoned by Butterfield as Gules, on a bend 
Argent, five equilateral triangles, bendwise of 
the first voided. The crest is a death’s head. 
 

Butterfield was assisted in her work by Carleton 
Peirce, a TKE member. According to Tau Kappa 
Epsilon’s own history, Butterfield’s blazon was 
the fourth in a series of heraldic and pseudo-
heraldic devices adopted by the fraternity since 
1902, the three preceding designs having come 
under criticism from heraldically competent 
TKE members for various defects. It was 
formally assumed by the Grand Chapter of Tau 
Kappa Epsilon at its 1926 Grand Conclave.  

The shield of 
Tau Kappa 
Epsilon

Permission: 
By author

Is That a Bicycle 
Tire on the Crest?

The evolution of an emblazon
David B. Appleton

In doing some research for a presentation 
some while back, I noticed a phenomenon 

that was new to me.  (Or, at the very least, it 
was something that I had not noticed before.)  
In reviewing a number of different emblazons of 
the coat of arms and crest of an American family 
over a period of some decades, one component 
in depictions of the crest had changed, from 
a reasonably identifiable element to become 
something that was unidentifiable, bearing 
nearly no resemblance whatsoever to what had 
been originally intended.

An affectation seen in some drawings of coats 
of arms: “Hanging” the shield (the coat of arms) 
from the crest or, for example, a tree, by its gige 
(sometimes spelled guige), “The leather strap by 
which the shield of a knight was slung across 
the shoulder, or across the neck and shoulder.”  
An example of this is this bookplate of the Rev. 
D. B. Thompson, where the shield is hung by its 
gige from a branch of a tree. (Fig. 1)

You also see a coat of arms hung by its gige from 

a peg or some other item, as in these carved 
stone coats of arms from Florence, Italy, the 
first on the exterior of the Cathedral there, and 
the second on the exterior of the Santa Maria 
Novella church. (Figs. 2 and 3) Both clearly 
show the gige, with its buckle, looped over pegs: 
one ending in a lion’s face, the other plain.

Yet another rendition (also on Santa Maria 
Novella) shows the shield hanging from a 
peg, but the gige is less identifiable as such, 
consisting as it does of a strap (or two straps) 
without showing the buckle. (Fig. 4)

In all of these examples, it is clearly the shield 
of the arms which is being hung from the gige.

But now we come to the arms and crest of 
the Winslow family here in what became the 
United States of America. Here, the intent 
was pretty clearly to have the shield hanging 
on its gige from the crest, the stump of a tree 
sprouting branches.  Unfortunately, not only did 
early renditions fall short of the mark, they also 
led to an evolution of emblazonments which 
grew progressively farther from that original 
intent (i.e., to hang the shield from the stump in 
the crest by its gige).

Figure 1

Figure 2

Figure 3

Figure 4

http://www.rsbengry.com
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Even early on, both blazon and emblazons of the 
arms and crest separate the gige from the shield 
entirely, having it looping around the crest, but 
cut off by the torse, not extending down to the 
shield. For example:

“On a stump with growing twigs, a strap with 
buckle.” Grave slab of Josiah Winslow (d. 1680), 
his wife Penelope (d. 1703, and their son Isaac 
(d. 1738). (Bolton, p. 183) (Fig. 5) We find a 
similar depiction in the illustration of the arms 
of Chauncey Rose Winslow in Matthews (p. 
13a) (Fig. 6), and in this colored painting found 
on the website of the Winslow Heritage Society 
(Fig. 7). In all of these depictions, the gige is still 
shown as a strap and buckle; it is just no longer 
attached in any way to the shield.

Then the identification as a strap and buckle 
disappears, and the gige becomes an arch only. 
(Fig. 8, from the Genealogy of Edward Winslow)

Figure 5

Figure 6

Figure 7

The next rendition has what is still a strap and 
buckle, but removes it completely from any even 
potential connection to the shield by having it 
completely encircle the crest. We find this in 
the blazon from Crozier (p. 139): A stump of a 
tree with branches proper encircled with a strap and 
buckle. Renditions of this version (Figs. 9 and 
10) demonstrate quite clearly 

In its next phase, the gige becomes an annulet 
encircling the stump. (Figs. 11 and 12) Bolton 
(p. 183) blazons this as: On a sprouting stump an 
annulet sable.

Figure 8

Figure 9

Figure 10

Finally, the “annulet” is then further transformed 
to become what has been described as a “donut” 
(Fig. 13, from stonecarver.com) or a “bicycle tire 
inner tube” which has been “ring-tossed” onto 
and around the crest (Fig. 14, from Matthews, 
p. 40b,).

Conclusion

So, there you have it. The transformation of a 
gige, a strap holding a shield or from which 
a shield is hung, to a donut or bicycle tire, all 
because the artists (and the people who later 
blazoned their depictions) lost the connection 
from the physical strap for hanging an actual 
shield to “something” on the drawn or carved 
rendition of a crest.

Figure 11

Figure 12

Figure 13

Figure 14

stonecarver.com
http://eventbrite.ca/e/6th-annual-heraldic-studies-day-tickets-120455440465
http://www.eventbrite.ca/e/6th-annual-heraldic-studies-day-tickets-120455440465
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